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Where and how to start 


Before entering |nto correspondence, or leaving for Britain to trace your 
ancestors, certain preiminary steps should be taken. Itis most important to assemble 
al! the information you can about your emigrant ancestors from relatives, old family 
records, and local and national archives. Details of the approximate date of birth. 
occupation and religion, marriage and births of children if they were born in this 
country, and, above all, clues to the place of origin here should be collected. Every 
attempt should be made to obtain this latter piece of information since without some 
dea as to where the emigrant came from only a small percentage of enquirers will 
have any success with their searches in Britain. Generally, a county will be 

sufficient: it is necessary to pinpoint your ancestor within a specific locality (town, 
€ Or parish) 

You may be able to obtain this piece of information by consulting the 
Naturalization and Passenger Ship List Records in your own country. Contrary to 
eneral belief there is no regular series of passenger lists of ships leaving Great 

tan before the end of the last century although a series from 1820 exists in the 
National Library of Congress (USA). These, however, do not give the emigrant's 
place of ongin 

Please bear in mind that there is no ‘magic formula’ for tracing your 

cestors! It is great fun, and can lead to a diversity of interests, but successful 

ts can only be achieved by persistence, an element of luck and, inevitably, some 

expenditure However, you will meet many interesting people, visit historic places, 
and probably make lasting friends. 

|! material relating to your family is already in print, reference to the work in 
which it appears will be found in either The Genealogist's Guide by G W Marshall 

(1903. reprinted Baltimore, 1967); A Genealogical Guide by J B Whitmore (1953); 
or in The Genealogists Guide by G B Barrow (1977). 

For those who find that their ancestry extends beyond Britain, useful 
nformation and addresses can be gained from Worldwide Family History by Noel 
Currer-Bnggs (1982, Routledge & Kegan Paul). 

Further sources of names being researched worldwide are the Genealogical 
Research Directory (900+ pages) edited by Keith A Johnson & Malcom R Sainty, 
published annually by the editors (further details from Mrs E Simpson, 2 Stella Grove, 
Tollerton, Nottingham NG124EY) and the National Genealogical Directory, edited by 
Iris Caley, Hill View, Mendip Road, Stoke St Michael, Somerset BA3 SJU, from whom 


~ details can be obtained. Both these publications should be available overseas. 


The Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS) is an association of 
societies mainly concerned with genealogy and family history. Among its member 
societies are the Society of Genealogists (see page 9) and the Institute of Heraldic 
and Genealogical Studies (see page 9). It has member societies in almost every 
county in the British Isles and across the English-speaking world. 

The FFHS itself does not keep files of names being researched or copies of 
specific pedigrees. Most regional Family History Societies have on sale a Directory 
of Members’ Interests (names being researched) or will consult their Index of 
Members’ Interests in return for a donation to society funds. Similar indexes of names 
and copies of pedigrees already researched can sometimes be found in the relevant 
record office or library, the SOG or the IHGS. 


Individuals may subscribe to the FFHS's informative magazine Family 
History News and Digest, published twice-yearly in April and September. Each issue 
contains news of the activities of all its member societies, plus their addresses, and 
the Digest Section lists articles of interest which have appeared in member societies’ 
publications Other low-priced booklets covering aspects of family history research 
and the whereabouts of relevant records, are published by the FFHS and it is not 
necessary to be a member of a family history society in order to purchase these. 

Further details and a list of member societies are available from The 
Administrator, c/o The Benson Room, Birmingham and Midland Institute, Margaret 
Street, Birmingham B3 3BS 

The FFHS does not accept individuals as members but all the societies 
which belong to it will welcome you 

Most societies offer some or all of the following facilities to members: a 
journal (the readership of which is worldwide in the majority of cases); the chance to 
register an interest in a particular name, either via its journal or Directory of Members’ 
Interests, results of project research which may include monumental inscriptions 
from churchyards and burial grounds; census indexes and marriage indexes. 

If the county of origin is known many benefits will be derived from joining a 
local family history society, the annual subscriptions for which are modest, or the 
Society of Genealogists. 

It must be emphasised that without a precise location chances of tracing an 
ancestor diminish considerably. However, there is some hope: the more uncommon 
the surname, the easier searches should be, and some idea of the number of people 
bearing a certain surname and their distribution can be obtained by looking at current 
British telephone directories (found at most public reference libraries in Britain). 

The Guild of One-Name Studies has over one thousand members who are 
researching particular surnames in depth; they record every occurrence of that name 
in a particular area, many of them nationally and internationally. A list of surnames 
registered can be obtained from the Guild of One-Name Studies, Box G, 14 
Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA. 

In recent years groups of societies have begun to come together on a 
regional basis to pursue aspects which may be beyond the resources of a single 
Society, €.9. arranging day conferences. One such grouping, The Association of 
Family history Societies of Wales, may be of particular help to those with Welsh 
ancestry wno experience difficulties arising from the very different language and 
culture of Wales. Those having difficulty identifying which society in Wales would be 
best placed to help them should write to: AFHSW, 18 Marine Terrace, Aberystwyth, 
Dyfed SY23 2AZ. 


Records available 


Having located an ancestor in Britain at a specific date, in which record 
should he be sought? Following are brief details of the main sources and record 
repositories - England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. 


England and Wales 


If emigration took place after 1837 and a known birth, marriage or death in 
the emigrant's family can be located in the records of Civil Registration at St 
Catherine's House, London, or at a local Register Otfice (see in telephone directory 
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under Registration of BMD) then the searcher's task will be very much easier. If 
emigration took place before that date, the emigrant's baptism may be found in the 
International Genealogical Index (see page 7). If the emigrant was married in 
England his marriage might be located in Boyd's Marriage Index at the Society of 
Genealogists (see page 9). 


St Catherine's House, London: Births, Marriages, Deaths 


Certificates of all registered births, marriages and deaths since 1837 are 
obtainable from the General Register Office, St Catherine's House, 10 Kingsway, 
London WC2B 6JP. The cost of a certificate if applied for in person at this office is 
£5.50. Postal applications should be made to the General Register Office, Smedley 
Hydro, Southport, Merseyside PR8 2HH. The cost of a certificate is £15 (Air Mail), 
£13 (Surface Mail), £12 if year, quarter, registration district and volume no. from the 
GRO index is supplied. All payments in sterling. A birth certificate gives date and 
place where the event occurred, the child's forename(s), normally the name and 
occupation of the father, the name and maiden surname of the mother with her usual 
residence if the birth took place elsewhere, and the name and address of the 
informant for the registration. A marriage certificate gives the names and usually the 
ages of the contracting parties, their addresses and occupations, the names and 
occupations of their fathers, the date and place of marriage, and the names of the 
witnesses. 

A death certificate records name(s), date, place, age, cause of death, 
occupation of the deceased, residence if different from the place of death, and the 
name and address of the informant for registration. It does not show place of birth 
or parentage. (From 1968 onwards more details appear on the certificate.) 

The entries of birth, marriage and death are not filed together and each entry 
has to be sought separately in indexes. The details on a birth certificate give sufficient 
information to seek the marriage of the parents, and the entry of marriage usually 
enables one to search for the births of the two parties. Access is only to the quarterly 
indexes and no information is available except in the form of a certificate which takes 
atleast 48 hours to prepare. There are separate indexes to the births, marriages and 
deaths of British Subjects returned by Consuls abroad (from 1809), in the Army (from 
1761), and at sea (from 1837). The public search room is open Monday-Friday 08.30- 
16.30 hours. When writing from abroad please enclose three international reply 
coupons. 


Census Returns (Public Record Office) 


A census of the population is taken every 10 years; from 1851 onwards the 
Returns give names, ages, relationships to head of household, occupations and 
places of birth (1841 does not give place of birth or exact age, and before this date 
only numerical statistics survive) of people resident at any given address on the night 
the census was taken. A complete set of microfilms of the Returns 1841-1881 is 
available at the Public Record Office Census Room, Chancery Lane, London WC2A 
1LR (open Monday-Friday 09.30-16.50 - queueing is frequently necessary). A 
reader's ticket is not required for the Census Room and there is self-production of 
films. Many County Record Offices/Libraries hold sets for their own counties/areas. 
To aid the location of specific families at known addresses, street indexes are 
available for large towns that have a population of over 40,000; and surname indexes 


records, Prerogative Court of Canterbury wills, together with all medieval records and 
the Census Returns are to be found. Those wishing to consult records at either 
building should write in advance for an application form for a Reader's Ticket but for 
Census Returns a Reader's Ticket is not required (see page 5). 


COUNTIES OF ENGLAND & WALES 
\ (before 1st April 1974) 


NORTHUMBERLAND 
' ‘ 
CUMBERLAND DURHAM 


i eee eg 
‘ “ 

_ WESTMORLAND 3 

Pan cm 

: \ 


YORKSHIRE 


CHESHIRE 
, 


sy 
-—7T i 


aca i \ 


S ~-- : --f 
C7 * STAFFORDSHIRE at 
‘ fr LEICEST “3 g NORFOIK 
SHROPSHIRE * Jt SHIRE Es. 
: *. BS t 
y sd 1B ; 
F 4 . ome SUFFOLK 
* WARWICKS + 2 
r "Ohcesy, ’ : wed 
e HEREFORD- Ahi set we 
s SHIRE af BAN 


ad 
o 
B 
g 


z . . 

c } yr : 
wen “gus } BRECKNOCK 
gare S Z 


4 Pe S,, i Sete! 
ey we 
‘WILTSHIRE 7 i. eran aes ee 


< - 4 wor 
* HAMPSHIRE 7 ** 


‘SUSSEX 


OEVONSHIRE 


6 -Y, 
CORNWALL “4 


The Federation of Family History Societies 


County Record Offices 


The searcher outside London should get in touch with the appropriate county 
record office, where more information of value may be found. Record Offices by 
JSW Gibson contains a full list of record repositories in Britain and lists many other 
useful addresses. It gives postal addresses, telephone numbers and other details, 
such as whether or not a guide to the record office has been published./n and Around 
Record Repositories in Great Britain and Ireland compiled by Rosemary Church and 
Jean Cole, ed.Avril Cross, is more expansive in that it has notes on facilities for the 


disabled, procedures for document ordering etc. but it omits the useful sketch maps. 
Both these publications are available from FFHS. Before making a visit itis advisable 
to check days and times of opening and whether you need to reserve a seat in 
advance. 


Guildhall Library 


The Guildhall Library, Aldermanbury, London EC2P 2Ev, has an unrivalled 
collection of material on London, including the original records and parish registers 
of mostof the City Churches and alarge part of the archives of the Diocese of London. 
It also holds the records of the majority of the Livery Companies but some hold their 
own archives. There is a large collection of printed parish registers, society 
publications, directories, poll books, long runs of peerages and similar publications, 
and standard genealogical reference works. There is also an extensive collection of 
street directories covering not just the London area but the whole country. A Guide 
to Genealogical Sources in the Guildhall Libraryis available from the bookshop, price 
£4.00 (postage extra). 


Genealogical Organisations 
The following organisations may be able to assist you: 


Society of Genealogists 


The Society of Genealogists, 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road, 
London EC1M 7BA, is a private association of subscribers with an unique library 
which is open to the public. The subscription is £16.00 per annum for overseas 
members and there is an initial entrance fee of £7.50. All members receive The 
Genealogists’ Magazine published quarterly, but it is £12.00 per annum to non- 
members. The society allows non-members to use its valuable library and collections 
on payment of a search fee (e.g. £2.55 per hour, £6.15 per half day, £8.15 per day). 
The library houses the largest collection of parish register transcripts (numbering 
about 9,000), a general index of more than three million names, Boyd's Marriage 
Index containing seven million entries, and a document collection containing varying 
amounts of information on about 14,000 families. There are small collections for 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland and on British families abroad, and these contain some 
unique manuscript material. Much of the material ceases in 1837 when the 
centralised indexes at the General Register Office commence. The Society is open 
10.00-18,00 hours Tuesday, Friday and Saturday; 10.00-20.00 hours Wednesday 
and Thursday and is closed on Sunday and Monday. Staff are available to give limited 
assistance to visitors and a brief guide to the library is available. 


The Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies 


79-82 Northgate, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1BA. Tel: Canterbury (0227) 
768664. The Institute is a charitable educational trust founded to study the history and 
structure of the family and is engaged in teaching and research. It is investigating 
applications to other disciplines, such as inheritance of disease. It is constituted to 
award degrees, providing a range of examination levels and qualifications. Full and 
part-time, residential day and correspondence courses are available, 

The Institute's own premises, dating from the 13th and 16th centuries, 
house a remarkable heraldic and genealogical library, manuscripts, indexes and 
research guides and unique collections for research in London, Sussex, Kent and 
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Hampshire. The archives also contain material on some 20,000 genealogical cases 
indexed by surname. 

A quide to the library, its collections and the cost of searches in the available 
indexes (not all are open to the public) can be obtained by sending three international 
reply coupons. 

Access to the library is by appointment only on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 10.00-16.30 hours, on payment of a daily fee (members free of charge). 

Accommodation on a self-catering basis is available within a few minutes 
walk of the Institute's library, the Cathedral Archives and the city centre. This can be 
booked on application to the Registrar. 

The searcher should also be aware of the series of county parish maps 
available for England, Wales and Scotland. The maps show parochial boundaries, 
probate jurisdiction in colour and dates of commencement of surviving registers. 
They cost £2.50 each + £1.00 postage and packing.An extensive booklist and mail 
order deliveries are available. 

The work of the Institute is supported by Achievements Limited, a team of 
professional record agents, armorists and genealogists, at the same address, who 


can conduct research for those unable to complete their work during a visit to the 
British Isles. 


Association of Genealogists and Record Agents 


The Association of Genealogists and Record Agents (AGRA) is a profes- 
sional body founded to promote high standards among genealogists. A list of 
experienced researchers throughout the UK can be obtained from the 
Secretary, Mrs M Young, 29 Badgers Close, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 5RU. 
Please send five international reply coupons to cover postage cost (£1 within the UK). 
All researchers are subject to the Association's code of practice. 


Scotland 


Published Material 


A detailed bibliography of printed pedigrees of Scottish families will be found 
in Margaret Stuart's Scottish Family History (1930). Joan Ferguson's Scottish Family 
Histories held in Scottish Libraries (1986), and G F Black’s Surnames of Scotland 
(1946) should also be consulted. 


Births, Deaths, Marriages and Census Returns 


In Scotland, registration of births, deaths and marriages became compul- 
sory in 1855. Before that date some 4,000 old parish registers kept by the Church of 
Scotland and dating from the 16th century are available for consultation. Census 
records for 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1891 may also be consulted for 
genealogical purposes. 

Allthe above records are housed in the General Register Office for Scotland, 
New Register House, Edinburgh EH1 3TY. Extracts may be obtained by writing to the 
above address or members of the public may book in advance to carry out a search, 
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both on payment of a fee. 
Wills and Legal Documents 


At the Scottish Record Office in HM Register House, Princes Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 3YX, indexes of wills, justiciary records, sasines, deeds, services of 
heirs and other legal documents may be consulted and copies may be obtained. 


Scots Ancestry Research Society 


The Scots Ancestry Research Society, 3 Albany Street, Edinburgh EH1 
3PY, which is non-profit making, will assist enquirers upon a modest registration fee. 
Investigation and report costs are additional. The fee charged for tracing one 
ancestral line does not normally exceed £100.00 plus VAT. 


LS, 
ORKNEY ISLES ew, 


COUNTIES OF SCOTLAND 
(before 1st April 1974) 


‘{ CAITHNESS 


’ 


SUTHERLAND 


se 


ROSS & CROMARTY : S 
{ MORAY ...° BANFF r 
*NAIRNE bee 


7 


F*o.. 


“NS apeRDEEN 
a 3 


= INVERNESS phe ere 


Ps C 
Cal PERTHSHIRE . 
c 
y bss, 
rr N 


“s 


lh >S STIRLING 
"OH: 


*. yy, ~ 
\ ~ Rig “e t ey, Ray é 
My. 6 “Way | BERWICK 
ke a 
on S \ LANARKSHIRE jreeaues Sites 


‘ 
Jer, : anh ROXBURGH 
CLK = CLACKMANNAN AYRSHIRE iS. en ° 
ediierstics wos ouMFRIES |. 
WLN = WEST LOTHIAN ad 3 


, 


a 
%,, KIRKCUDBRIGHT 


The Federation of 
Family History Societies 


The Scottish Genealogy Society 


This Society issues quarterly and free to members The Scottish Genealo- 
gist, which includes genealogical queries. It also publishes pre-1855 county lists of 
monumental inscriptions and maintains a Register of Members’ Interests. A list of 
searchers can be obtained from the Honorary Secretary,15 Victoria Terrace, 
Edinburgh EH1 2JL. 


The Scottish Association of Family History Societies 


Details from the Honorary Secretary, Mrs Isobe! Barnett, 5, Ochil Gardens, 
Dunning, Perthshire PH2 OSR. 


Museum of Scottish Tartans 


The Museum of Scottish Tartans, Davidson House, Drummond Street, 
Comrie, Perthshire. Tel: Comrie (0764) 70779 - a non-commercial cultural organisa- 
tion - is the custodian of tie world's largest collection of information about tartans. 
Fora minimum searchtee £7.50 for overseas enquiries (plus postage), the Society 
will provide identification of tartans and/or information concerning clan, sept and 
family links with any particular tartan. 


Recommended Reading 


Scottish Roots: a guide for ancestor-hunters in Scotland and overseas 
(1984) by Alwyn James. £3.95 plus postage and packing. Available from the 
publisher: Macdonald Publishers (Edinburgh) Limited, Edgefield Road, Loanhead, 
Midlothian EH20 9SY or from FFHS. 
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors:(A guide to research in the Scottish 
Records Office) (1990) by Cecil Sinclair. £5.95 plus postage and packing. HMSO or 
from FFHS. 


Northern Ireland 


Published Material 


A detailed bibliography of printed pedigrees of Irish families will be found 
in Brian de Breffny's Bibliography of Irish Family History and Genealogy (1974), and 
Edward MacLysaght's A Guide to Irish Surnames should also be consulted, 


Births, Marriages and Deaths 


In Northern Ireland registration of Protestant marriages commenced in 
April 1845, and of births, deaths and Roman Catholic marriages on 1 January 1864. 
The original records, before 1922, are held locally or in Dublin. Records since 1922 
are centralised at the General Register Office, Oxford House, 49-55 Chichester 
Street, Belfast BT1 4HF, where an index covering the whole of Northern Ireland is 
maintained. The central records before 1922 are in the General Register Office, 8- 
11 Lombard Street East, Dublin 2. But if details are provided of any birth, death or 
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marriage which occurred in Northern Ireland before 1922 the Registrar-General in 
Belfast will arrange for searches to be made on payment of a (ze. 


Public Record Office, Belfast 

Many old wills were destroyed by a fire in Dublin in 1922, but several 
thousand copies, notes, and extracts form Ulster wills and other documents, taken 
before their destruction, are preserved in the Public Record Office for Northern 
Ireland, 66 Balmoral Avenue, Belfast BT9 6NY. This office also has lists of early rent rolls. 


Sources in Dublin 

Information about persons in possession of land other than small tenants 
may be obtained by a search in the Registry of Deeds, Henrietta Street, Dublin. Its 
records go back to the early 18th century. The Genealogical Office, Dublin Castle, 
Dublin, is another useful source of information. 


Parish Registers 

Although many Irish church registers also perished in the 1922 fire, about 
200 of those referring to Northern Ireland are still in the custody of the parish 
clergymen. 


Presbyterian Historical Society 


Many Presbyterian congregations have deposited their registers witn the 
Presbyterian Historical Society, Church House, Fisherwick Place, Belfast, where 
they can be readily consulted. Registers not transferred should still be with the 
congregation. 


Ulster Historical Foundation 


66 Balmoral Avenue, Belfast BT9 6NY. Research into ancestry in Ulster can 
be undertaken. There is a registration fee. Send details of your ancestor's place of 
origin (preferably the parish or townland, not simply the county), which are as full as 
possible, and enclose three international reply coupons. 


North of Ireland Family History Society 


Details of membership from: Department of Education, Queen's University, 
69 University Street, Belfast BT7 1HL. 


Irish Family History Society 
Details of membership from: Honorary Secretary, Noel E French, PO Box 
36, NAAS, Co. Kildare, Eire. 
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Recommended Reading 


The Ancestor Trail in Ireland (1985) by Donal F Begley. £3.45 (air mail); £3.00 (surface 
mail). 


Handbook on Irish Genealogy (How to trace your ancestors - Ireland) (1984) by Donal 
F Begley. £9.35 (air mail); £7.00 (surface mail). 


Irish Genealogy: A Record Finder (1981) by Donal F Begley. £12.30 (air mail); 
£9.85(surface mail). 


All obtainable from The Genealogy Bookshop, 3 Nassau Street, Dublin 2, Ireland or 
from FFHS. 


Isle of Man 


The Chief Registrar, General Registry, Finch Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, 
will make searches in his registers on payment of fees, and details of Wills may be 
obtained from the Registry of Deeds, General Registry, Douglas, Isle of Man. The 
Manx Museum Library, Kingswood Grove, Douglas, has a valuable collection of 
material on the island. A leaflet on tracing Manx ancestry is available from the Isle 
of Man Tourist Board, 13 Victoria Street, Douglas, Isle of Man. 


Channel Islands 


The Channel Islands have their own Ecclesiastical Land, Probate and Civil 
Registers, and there are Registrars at the State’s Building, St Helier, Jersey, and at 
the Greffe, Royal Court House, St Peter Port, Guernsey. The Channel Islands Family 
History Society and La Société Guernesiaise(F H Section)are members of the 
Federation of Family History Societies. 


YOUR FAMILY NAME ON VIDEO 


The Heritage Corporation has produced a series of high quality one-hour 
| videos featuring the one hundred most popular Scottish, Welsh and Irish clan 
family names. 


Filmed at each country’s most beautiful locations with contributions from 
experts on history and genealogy, each video explores the origins and significance 
of your family name in an informed and entertaining way. 


And if your name is not one of those included in the series, three further 
general videos are available: 


* Scotland & Your Scottish Ancestry 
* Wales & Your Welsh Ancestry 
. Ireland & Your Irish Ancestry 


For further information please contact: 
The Heritage Corporation, 8 Lower Baggot Street ,Dublin 2, Ireland. 


IL Tel: 353-1-766616 


Fax: 353-1-761162 
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Contact your nearest BTA office for information and advice. 


Australia 
Sydney 
Tel: (02) 267 4555 


Belgium 
Brussels 
Tel: (02) 646 35 10 


Brazil 
Rio de Janeiro - RJ 
Tel: (021) 220 1187/7260 


Canada 
Toronto 
Tel: (416) 925 6326 


Denmark 
Copenhagen 
Tel: 33 12 07 93 


France 
Paris 
Tel: (1) 42 89 1111 


Germany 
Frankfurt 
Tel: 069-23 80 711 


Ireland 
Dublin 
Tel: (01) 614 188 


Italy 
Rome 
Tel: 06/6540821 or 6540464 


Japan 
Tokyo 
Tel: (03) 3581 3603 


Netherlands 
Amsterdam 
Tel: 020-685 50 51 
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New Zealand 
Auckland 
Tel: (09) 303 1446 


Norway 
Oslo 1 
Tel: (02) 41 18 49 


Singapore 
Singapore 
Tel: 5352966 


Spain 
Madrid 
Tel: (91) 541 13 96 


Sweden 
Stockholm 
Tel: 08-21 24 44 


Switzerland 
Zurich 
Tel: 01-261 42 77 


USA - Atlanta 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Tel: (404) 432 9635 


USA - Chicago 
Chicago , Illinois 
Tel: 312 787 0490 


USA - Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 
Tel: (213) 628 3525 


USA - New York 
New York 
Tel: (212) 581-4700 
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